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1. Summary  
 
1.1 At the meeting of the Police and Crime Committee on 22 May 2012, the Committee decided to hold 

a Confirmation Hearing in respect of the proposed appointment of Councillor Stephen Greenhalgh, 

to the office of Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime.  This report sets out the background to the 

proposed appointment and the Committee’s powers in relation to the proposed appointment. 

 

2. Recommendations 

 

2.1 The Committee is recommended to: 

 

(a) Put questions to the Mayor’s proposed appointee for Deputy Mayor for Policing 

and Crime, Councillor Stephen Greenhalgh; and 

 

(b) Make a recommendation, or make a decision as necessary, to the Mayor as to 

whether or not the nominee should be appointed to the office of Deputy Mayor for 

Policing and Crime. 

 

 

3. Background  
 
3.1 The Mayor of London wrote to the Chair of the London Assembly’s Police and Crime Committee on 

14 May 2012 to provide formal notification – in accordance with the provisions of Section 60A and 

Schedule 4A of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended) – of his proposed appointment of Councillor 

Stephen Greenhalgh to the office of Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime. The letter from the 

Mayor is attached at Appendix 1. In addition, the response from Councillor Stephen Greenhalgh to 

the Mayor dated 21 May 2012 is attached at Appendix 2.  

 

3.2 The Committee met on 22 May 2012 to consider whether (a) to hold a Confirmation Hearing for the 

proposed appointment and (b) to request Stephen Greenhalgh to provide, in advance of the 

meeting, an updated CV and any other information in relation to the proposed appointment to the 

position.  The Committee agreed unanimously to hold a confirmation hearing and agreed, in 

accordance with paragraph 6(4) of Schedule 4A of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended), to request that 

Councillor Greenhalgh provides an updated CV and any other information he considers relevant to 

the position. 

 



        

 

3.3 The Committee wrote to Councillor Greenhalgh on 23 May 2012, enclosing a formal notice signed by 

the Head of Paid Service, requesting that he attend a Confirmation Hearing on 31 May 2012.  The 

gives the candidate the required one week’s notice of the Hearing.  The letter and notice are 

attached at Appendix 3.   

 

3.4 At the Confirmation Hearing, Members will put questions to the candidate covering the following 

areas:- 

 

 Whether the candidate is qualified for the position; 

 Whether the candidate has time and capacity for the position; 

 Whether the candidate is fit (independent and impartial) for the position; 

 Key responsibilities and issues for the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime for the future. 

 
3.5 Following the Confirmation Hearing, the Chair of the Police and Crime Committee will write to the 

Mayor within three weeks of the date of the Mayor’s notification of the proposed appointment, to 
communicate the Committee’s recommendation as to whether or not the candidate should be 
appointed to office, and of any motion passed to veto the appointment.  The Chair of the Police and 
Crime Committee must also ensure that the Assembly is notified of every such decision (Standing 
Order 9.2.G)   

 
3.6 Under paragraph 10 of Schedule 4A of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended) and Standing Order 9.2.H, 

the Police and Crime Committee may veto the appointment of the candidate as Deputy Mayor for 
Policing and Crime where the candidate is not a member of the London Assembly if the Committee 
votes by at least two-thirds of the members present and voting, for the following motion: 

 
“The Police and Crime Committee hereby resolves to veto the proposed appointment of ………… 
as Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime”.  

 
3.7 This motion may be moved by any Member at the meeting, without notice.  
 
3.8 If the Chair of the Police and Crime Committee notifies the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime of 

the motion to veto in writing within three weeks of receipt of the notification of the proposed 
appointment by the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime, the candidate may not be appointed as 
Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime.  

 

 
3.9 The presumption is that the Hearing will be held in public. However, the Committee has discretion to 

exclude the press and the public from the meeting if it is to consider exempt information, as defined 
under Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.  

 
3.10 Information falling within Schedule 12A is only exempt if and so long as in all the circumstances of 

the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing 
the information.   

 
Background: the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime 

 
3.11 The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 created the Mayor’s Office for Policing and 

Crime (MOPC) as a new functional body of the Greater London Authority. The MOPC must be 

headed by the Mayor or, by his nomination, the appointed statutory Deputy Mayor for Policing and 

Crime.  

 

3.12 Under the Act, the functions of the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime include: 



        

 securing the maintenance of the Metropolitan Police Force  

 securing an efficient and effective Metropolitan Police Force 

 issuing a Police and Crime Plan that will set out the strategic objectives for the police force, the 

policing to be provided by the Commissioner, the financial and other resources that will be 

provided to deliver that policing, and any crime and disorder grants that will be made  

 holding the Commissioner to account for the exercise of the functions of the Commissioner and 

the functions of persons under direction and control of the Commissioner. This includes holding 

the Commissioner to account for his responsibility for having regard to the Police and Crime 

Plan, ensuring the force provides good value for money, and effectively engages with local 

people.1 

The role of the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime 

3.13 Under the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011, the Deputy Mayor for Policing and 

Crime can exercise some of the functions of the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime. However, the 

following functions must remain the responsibility of the Mayor, and cannot be delegated to the 

Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, and: 

 issuing a police and crime plan 

 making recommendations in relation to the appointment of a Commissioner of Police of the 

Metropolis or Deputy Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis 

 being consulted in relation to the appointment or removal of an Assistant Commissioner of 

Police of the Metropolis, a Deputy Assistant Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis, or a 

Commander  

 suspending the Commissioner, or Deputy Commissioner, of Police of the Metropolis, or calling 

upon the Commissioner, or Deputy Commissioner, to retire or resign.2  

3.14 The MOPC can also delegate functions to people apart from the Deputy Mayor for Policing and 

Crime. However, the following functions can only be delegated to the Deputy Mayor for Policing 

and Crime: 

 determining the MOPC’s police and crime objectives  

 attendance at a meeting of the Police and Crime Committee of the London Assembly in 

compliance with a requirement by the Committee to do so  

 preparing an annual report to the Policing and Crime Committee of the London Assembly 

outlining the progress which has been made in the financial year in meeting the police and crime 

objectives in the body’s police and crime plan.3 

3.15 The Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime may not be: 

                                                 
1 The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/13/contents/enacted  
2 Section 19 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 
3
 Section 19 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/13/contents/enacted


        

 a constable (whether or not in England and Wales);  

 a police and crime commissioner;  

 the Mayor of London;  

 the Common Council of the City of London;  

 any other person or body which maintains a police force;  

 a member of the staff of a person falling within any of the above categories.4  

 

 
6. Legal Implications 
 
6.1 Included in the report. 

 
7. Financial Implications 
 
7.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from the recommendations set out. 
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Appendix 1: Letter from the Mayor of London to the Chair of the Police and Crime Committee dated 14 

May 2012  

Appendix 2: Letter from Councillor Stephen Greenhalgh dated 21 May 2012 
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Paid Service to Councillor Stephen Greenhalgh dated 23 May 2012 
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4 Section 19(6) of Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011   


